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October Domestic Violence Awareness Month

DOVE Marks 33 Years, Need Keeps Growing

By LAURA GRIFFIN

October is Domestic
Violence Awareness Month
and the number of victims
keeps growing, according
to Sue Chandler, Execu-
tive Director of DOVE, the
local agency dedicated to
identifying, aiding and pro-
tecting victims of domestic
violence.

Public awareness is an
essential factor in reducing
those numbers, according
to Chandler who described
the special events planned
to mark Domestic Violence
Month in October, the agen-
cy’s fundraiser in early No-
vember, and a teen-aware-
ness program in February.

“Love shouldn’t hurt,”
is the theme of several pro-
grams planned to highlight
the dangers facing one in
four women, to raise aware-
ness in the community and
to boost funding for criti-
cally needed services and
facilities.

In DOVE’s service area
alone, three women died in
domestic violence incidents
in the past 26 months and
the violent deaths of three
other local women in 2011
are under investigation.

Across the state, two teen-
agers were violently killed
this year alone.

Hundreds of others are at
isk as evident by the near-
ly 2,000 calls to DOVE’s
otline this year, a 30% in-
crease over FY2010’s 1,519
calls.

“That’s an awful lot of
eople looking for help,”
said  Maureen  Flores,
DOVE'’s Civilian Domestic
Violence Advocate for the
Quincy and Randolph po-
lice.

Flores and Chandler out-
lined local domestic violence
statistics as well as DOVE’s

rograms, needs and goals
during a presentation to City
Council on Sept. 26.

Today’s battered econo-
my adds one more element
to the risk of domestic abuse,
according to Chandler who
said Monday, “Unemploy-
ment is a very high-risk fac-
tor.”

Not only does the loss of
fuel assistance, jobs and so-
cial services raise the risks,

ut community support and
social services dwindle as
agencies lose funding and
grants are cut, according to
Chandler.

“There are fewer safety
net resources,” Chandler
added.

The economy’s impact

as even hit DOVE shelters
which serviced fewer guests
last year due to the lack of
sufficient resources.

“People are staying lon-
ger in our program,’ said

lores, noting that they have
nowhere else to go. As a
result, fewer people can be
sheltered as DOVE’s facili-
ties are limited and so often
filled.

“It is our hope in the cur-

ent fiscal year to relocate,”

said Chandler, describing
the need for more and bet-
ter facilities and programs
especially for children of
abuse victims.

MYTHS

Eliminating the myths
associated with domestic
violence is a first step, ac-
cording to Flores who said,
“One of those myths is that
domestic violence is not a
community issue.”

In fact, Flores said do-
mestic violence affects ev-
ery economic level, age,
ethnic group and neighbor-
hood.

“There is no boundary
around whom it affects,”
said Flores who followed up
on 250 domestic violence
incidents reported to local
police this year, up from
40 calls or 510% in just12
months.

Flores works with Quin-
cy and Randolph police
and contacts victims after
reports of violence. During
her service with the police,
she said, “I have reached out
to over 800 victims.”

Outreach is an essential
part of DOVE’s mission,
according to Chandler who
described special efforts
to stem dating violence
through presentations at
high schools, such as Quin-
cy and North Quincy High
Schools.

“The teens are really en-
gaged,” said Chandler, not-
ing that 126 teen signed on
for the Peer Education Pro-
gram this year in addition to
72 in 2010. Such programs
succeed in preventing vio-
lence and sometimes expose
violence in a home.

SUE CHANDLER

DOVE’s YouthSpeak
Teen Dating Violence Pre-
vention Program also spon-
sors the White Ribbon
Pledge programs offering
teens an opportunity to take
“a stand against domestic
violence.”

“The support is broad
and deep in this commu-
nity,” said Chandler of the
DOVE which was formed
33 years ago during Mayor
Arthur Tobin’s administra-
tion. Tobin’s Commission
on the Status of Women in
1978 began the work which
continues to this day.

Throughout the years,
DOVE workers found coop-
eration and “concrete sup-
port” provided by Quincy
Medical Center, Quincy Po-

lice Department and the Of-
fice of the District Attorney.
DOVE services all o
Norfolk County and its sin-
gle goal is in its name, “Do-
mestic Violence Ended.”




